JOHN MUIR INSTITUTE

AT A GLANCE OF THE ENVIROlegyJ'UI;W

THE BASICS

Director: Mark W. Schwartz, professor, environmental science and policy

Mission: To improve the scientific foundation for making decisions on environmental issues through the
application of research and to facilitate the exchange of information and communication between
policymakers, resource agencies, academic scientists and the public through effective solutions-oriented
research and outreach programs.

Who: Seven centers, one research initiative, ]25C§Jrincip|e investigators and Co-Pls, 137 affiliated faculty
from seven colleges and professional schools, and more than 200 graduate students and 40 postdoctoral
scholars in the most recent three year period.

. e Sources: Federal, state, regional and local governments;
Budget and funding: $11- $13 million annually business, foundation, and private grants, gifts; UC Davis

WHAT MATTERS YOU?

Water: The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta is an ecosystem in crisis that provides water to 25 million
Californians and to irrigate three million acres of agriculture. A static, freshwater Delta is no longer
sustainable, with the high likelihood of significant disruption to state water supplies.

Sustainability: Our state, and our planet, is faced with a rapidly growing human population and the
desire to maintain an increasingly high quality of life for each and every person. How is the planet's
biosphere to be managed to support a sustainable future?

Mission Driven Research: At a time when some may question the value and status of academic knowledge,
JMIE facilitates university involvement in society’s environmental problems, trains

graduate students in real-world practice, builds university-community partnerships, learns from the
relationship between researchers and research users, and promotes social and environmental justice.

MAJOR ACTIVITY AREAS

Policy - Scientific discovery and solutions for pressing environmental challenges. Our faculty regularly:
* conduct white paper policy analyses examining issues ranging from alternatives for Delta
management, transportation infrastructure, farm worker housing, and climate change.
e collaborate with agencies, NGOs, consultants, academic researchers, and others to develop and
apply natural resource models.
e train a new generation of interdisciplinary environmental policy and management professionals.

Partnerships - Working with communities for sustainable, affordable solutions. Our programs include:
e providing technical assistance to help small, public water systems comply with minimum drinking
water regulations, increasing the availability of safe water for all Californians.
e facilitating place-based learning and greater access to resources and expertise as graduate
students work directly with people in communities to solve local environmental challenges.
e stewardship of natural reserves, holding in trust and carefully studying unique ecosystems,
providing access to those protected places and the knowledge we've gleaned from them.

Research - Seeking answers to real-world questions. Our faculty continue to discover through:
e five decades of research on Lake Tahoe, finding collaborative solutions for protecting this national
treasure in the midst of the local population and recreational use of the region.
* examining the relationships between agricultural, occupational, and community environments and
human health.
* investigating environmental justice issues as they pertain to race, as well as to class and gender.

HOW TO LEARN MORE

Website: johnmuir.ucdavis.edu Phone: 530.752.JMIE (5643)
Contact: Mark Schwartz, Director; Cheryl Smith, Assistant Director | E-mail: jmie@ucdavis.edu
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